
SERMON NOTES  
Sunday, August 21, 2011 

 
“JUST ONE THING” 

(Haggai 1:1-11)  
 

Today we launch into a new season of church ministry. The beginning 
of a new school year brings schedules and routines back into order. It 
is a great time of year to evaluate and to look forward. What would 
God have us do? 
 
 
1. What one thing do you _______________________? (Psalm 27:4) 
 
 “One thing I ask of the LORD, this is what I seek: that I may dwell in 
the house of the LORD all the days of my life, to gaze upon the beauty 
of the LORD and to seek him in his temple” (Psalm 27:4, NIV).  
 
2. What one thing do you _______________________? (Luke 18:22) 
 
 “You still lack one thing. Sell everything you have and give to the 
poor, and you will have treasure in heaven. Then come, follow me” 
(Luke 18:22, NIV). 
 
3. What one thing do you ________________? (Philippians 3:13-14) 
 
“Brothers, I do not consider myself yet to have taken hold of it. But 
one thing I do: Forgetting what is behind and straining toward what is 
ahead, I press on toward the goal to win the prize for which God has 
called me heavenward in Christ Jesus” (Philippians 3:13-14, NIV). 
 
4. What one promise do you ___________________? (2 Peter 3:8-9) 
 
“But do not forget this one thing, dear friends: With the Lord a day is 
like a thousand years, and a thousand years are like a day. The Lord is 
not slow in keeping his promise, as some understand slowness. He is 
patient with you, not wanting anyone to perish, but everyone to come 
to repentance” (2 Peter 3:8-9, NIV). 
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“You have planted much, and have harvested little” (Haggai 1:6, 
NIV). 
 
“Go up into the mountains and bring down timber and build the 
house, so that I may take pleasure in it and be honored,” says the 
LORD” (Haggai 1:8, NIV).   
 
“The assembly was in confusion: Some were shouting one thing, some 
another. Most of the people did not even know why they were there” 
(Acts 19:32, NIV). 
 
1. What one thing do you desire from God? (Psalm 27:4) 
 
  
 “One thing I ask of the LORD, this is what I seek: that I may dwell in 
the house of the LORD all the days of my life, to gaze upon the beauty 
of the LORD and to seek him in his temple” (Psalm 27:4, NIV).  
 
“Are any of you suffering hardships? You should pray” (James 5:13, 
NLT). 
 
2. What one thing do you lack? (Luke 18:22) 
 
“What must I do to inherit eternal life” (Luke 18:18, NIV). 
 
“You still lack one thing. Sell everything you have and give to the 
poor, and you will have treasure in heaven. Then come, follow me” 
(Luke 18:22, NIV). 
 
3. What one thing do you need to let go? (Philippians 3:13-14) 
 
“Brothers, I do not consider myself yet to have taken hold of it. But 
one thing I do: Forgetting what is behind and straining toward what is 



ahead, I press on toward the goal to win the prize for which God has 
called me heavenward in Christ Jesus” (Philippians 3:13-14, NIV). 
 
4. What one promise do you need to claim? (2 Peter 3:8-9) 
 
“But do not forget this one thing, dear friends: With the Lord a day is 
like a thousand years, and a thousand years are like a day. The Lord is 
not slow in keeping his promise, as some understand slowness. He is 
patient with you, not wanting anyone to perish, but everyone to come 
to repentance” (2 Peter 3:8-9, NIV). 
 
 “For I know the plans I have for you,” says the Lord. “They are plans 
for good and not for disaster, to give you a future and a hope” 
(Jeremiah 29:11, NLT). 
 
 “Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give 
you rest. Take my yoke upon you and learn from me, for I am gentle 
and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls” (Matthew 
11:28-29, NIV). 
 
 
 “He gives power to the weak and strength to the powerless. Even 
youths will become weak and tired, and young men will fall in 
exhaustion. But those who trust in the Lord will find new strength. 
They will soar high on wings like eagles. They will run and not grow 
weary. They will walk and not faint” (Isaiah 40:29-31, NLT). 
 
 “And this same God who takes care of me will supply all your needs 
from his glorious riches, which have been given to us in Christ Jesus” 
(Philippians 4:19, NLT). 
 
 “No, despite all these things, overwhelming victory is ours through 
Christ, who loved us. And I am convinced that nothing can ever 
separate us from God’s love. Neither death nor life, neither angels nor 
demons, neither our fears for today nor our worries about tomorrow—
not even the powers of hell can separate us from God’s love. No power 
in the sky above or in the earth below—indeed, nothing in all creation 
will ever be able to separate us from the love of God that is revealed in 
Christ Jesus our Lord” (Romans 8:37-39, NLT). 
 



 “But all who listen to me will live in peace, untroubled by fear of 
harm” (Proverbs 1:33, NLT). 
 
 “I am leaving you with a gift—peace of mind and heart. And the 
peace I give is a gift the world cannot give. So don’t be troubled or 
afraid” (John 14:27, NLT).  
 
 “If you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in your 
heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved” (Romans 
10:9, NLT). 
 
 “For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life 
through Christ Jesus our Lord” (Romans 6:23, NLT). 
 
 
“A second time they summoned the man who had been blind. ‘Give 
glory to God,’ they said. ‘We know this man is a sinner.’ He replied, 
‘Whether he is a sinner or not, I don’t know. One thing I do know. I 
was blind but now I see!” (John 9:24-25, NIV). 

 
 
 
 
 




